
 
 

SHOALWATER BAY INDIAN TRIBE 
 

CODE OF LAWS 
 

 
 

TITLE 15 
 

ENROLLMENT 
 

 
  
 APPROVED BY GENERAL COUNCIL August 3, 2019 

General Council Resolution #08-03-19-56 
Amended By Tribal Council/Enrollment Committee 
Tribal Council Resolution No.: 04-22-98-31 
Amendment by General Council Vote by Ballot:  September 22, 1997 
Resolution No. 03-13-87-08 - Tribal Council meeting June 6, 1987 
Approved and Adopted by General Council: March 13, 1987 

 
 



Shoalwater Bay Tribe Code of Laws  
TITLE 15 - ENROLLMENT                                                   APPROVED 08-03-2019
                                 
 
 

2 

SHOALWATER BAY INDIAN TRIBE 
CODE OF LAWS 

 
TITLE 15 ENROLLMENT 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
Chapter 15.1  General Provisions…………………………………………….3 
15.1.010 Purpose                  3 
15.1.020 Enrollment Officer                 3 
15.1.030 Authority of General Council, Tribal Council              3 
15.1.040 Five-Year Wait Period For Monetary Benefits              3 
Chapter 15.2  Eligibility for Enrollment……………………………….....…..3 
15.2.010 Eligibility for Enrollment                3 
15.2.020 Dual Enrollment Prohibited                4 
Chapter 15.3  Enrollment Procedures……………….……….…………...…4 
15.3.010 Basic Enrollment Procedures     4 
15.3.020 Filing System, Confidentiality     4 
15.3.030 Application Forms      4 
15.3.040 Receipt of Application by Enrollment Officer –  
   Incomplete Applications     5 
15.3.050 Research of Application—Recommendation of  
   Enrollment Officer to Tribal Council    5 
15.3.060 Tribal Council Review and Recommendation  5 
15.3.070 General Council Review and Decision   5 
15.3.080 Notice of Decision      5 
15.3.090 Re-Hearing On Denial of Application    6 
15.3.100 Decision On Re-Hearing     6 
15.3.110 General Council Review Or Re-Hearing   6 
15.3.120 Name Added to Rolls      6 
15.3.130 Re-Opening of Applications     6 
15.3.140 Automatic Enrollment-Confirmation by General Council 6 
15.3.150 Representation      7 
15.3.160 Addresses       7 
Chapter 15.4  Disenrollment, Adoption………………………………...……7 
15.4.010 Disenrollment       7 
15.4.020 Adoption of Members                 7 
15.4.030 Vote On Adoptions                 7 
15.4.040 Rights and Privileges of Adopted Person              7 
Chapter 15.5  Corrections, Sovereign Immunity…………………………. 8 
15.5.010 Blood Corrections                 8 
15.5.020 Mathematical Errors                 8 
15.5.030 Amendment                  8 
15.5.040 Severability                  8 
15.5.050 Sovereign Immunity                 8 
Attachments: 
Names of Official Eligible Voters List to Vote on IRA 06/16/34………………9 
Tribal Council Resolution No. 03-13-87-08……………………………………10 
Results of Enrollment Ballot Voting Dated September 22, 1997……………11 
Tribal Council Resolution No. 04-22-98-31……………………………………12 
General Council Resolution No. 08-03-19-56…………………………………13 
 
 
 
 



Shoalwater Bay Tribe Code of Laws  
TITLE 15 - ENROLLMENT                                                   APPROVED 08-03-2019
                                 
 
 

3 

SHOALWATER BAY INDIAN TRIBE 
CODE OF LAWS 

 

 
 

TITLE 15 
ENROLLMENT 

 

Chapter 15.1  General Provisions 
 

15.1.010  Purpose.  This Title implements to Article II of the 1982 Shoalwater Bay Tribal 
Constitution.  Its purpose is to insure that a Tribal Roll is prepared and maintained which best 
represents the Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe, as it is presently constituted. 
 

15.1.020  Enrollment Officer.  The Enrollment Officer will have primary responsibility for 
researching applications for enrollment, making recommendations to the Tribal Council 
concerning such applications, insuring the preparation and maintenance of the Tribal Roll, and 
performing such other actions as are appropriate to further the purpose of this Title. 
 

15.1.030  Authority of General Council, Tribal Council.  The General Council has 
authority over enrollment of persons under the Constitution of the Shoalwater Bay Tribe.  The 
General Council, in approving this Title, delegates such authority over enrollment matters to 
the Tribal Council as is expressly set forth in this Title. 
 

15.1.040  Five-Year Wait Period for Monetary Benefits 
 

a) Members enrolled before July 2019 (“the Effective Date”), are and will remain 
eligible to receive one hundred (100) percent of any monetary benefit available 
from the Tribe.   

 
b) Until a member enrolled after the Effective Date is continuously enrolled for a 

period of five (5) calendar years, he or she is ineligible to receive any monetary 
benefit available from the Tribe. Such Tribal monetary benefit includes, but is not 
limited to, any Higher Education Program assistance, Veteran stipend or Elder’s 
Pension benefit, as distributed by the Tribe in the normal course of its benefit 
programs. 

 
c) After a minimum of five (5) calendar years of continuous enrollment, a member 

enrolled after the Effective Date will be eligible for one-hundred (100) percent of 
any monetary benefit available from the Tribe. 

 
d) “Calendar years,” as used in this Section 15.1.030, shall correspond to a three 

hundred sixty five (365) day year.  For example, five (5) calendar years shall mean 
eighteen hundred twenty five (1,825) days. 

 

Chapter 15.2  Eligibility for Enrollment 
 

15.2.010 Eligibility for Enrollment.  The following persons shall be eligible for 
enrollment into the Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe: 
 

a) All persons whose names appear on the Membership Roll of the Tribe prepared as 
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of the effective date of the Constitution of the Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe, March 
10, 1971.  The roll shall be approved by the Secretary of the Interior or his 
authorized representative; and 

 
b) The following persons who have applied for and established membership in 

accordance with those procedures and requirements set forth pursuant to Article II, 
Section 2 of the Shoalwater Bay Tribal Constitution: 
 
1) All children born to, or legally adopted by any Tribal member on or before the 

effective date of the Constitution who are not on the officially approved 
Membership Roll of the Tribe; 

 
2) Any child born to a Tribal member after the effective date of this Constitution, 

provided however, that a child whose parent has been enrolled under Section 1 
b) 3) shall not be entitled to enrollment under this Constitution after the effective 
date of this Amendment to this Section.  Nothing herein shall prevent each child 
of these Tribal members from independently applying for membership and 
establishing membership in accordance with the procedures and requirements of 
this Constitution if they are entitled to enrollment. 

 
3) All other persons of one-quarter (¼) degree or more Indian blood enrolled into 

the Tribe by, and at the sole discretion of, the General Council.  For purposes of 
determining quantum of Indian blood, Canadian Indian Blood may be included. 

 
4) All persons whose names appear on the Official Voters List which was prepared 

for the purpose of voting in the election in which the residents of the Shoalwater 
Bay Reservation rejected the provisions of the Indian Reorganization Act of June 
18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984 et. seq.) and their direct descendants; and the brothers 
and sisters of those persons whose names appear on the official voters list and 
their direct descendants. 

 

15.2.020 Dual Enrollment Prohibited.  Applicants for enrollment in the Shoalwater Bay 
Indian Tribe must not hold membership in any other tribe or band. 
 

Chapter 15.3  Enrollment Procedures 
 

15.3.010 Basic Enrollment Procedures. In processing applications for enrollment 
the Enrollment Officer, the Tribal Council, and the General Council shall do everything 
reasonably possible to insure an orderly and prompt procedure and the speedy resolution of 
all applications.  The Enrollment Officer shall be responsible for promptly informing applicants 
and other interested persons of reasons for delays and attempt to resolve them.  Failure to 
comply with various technical requirements of this Chapter shall not invalidate an application 
for enrollment unless the error is so substantial as to call into question the eligibility of the 
applicant.  In appropriate cases, the Enrollment Officer shall prepare an Affidavit of Mailing. 
 

15.3.020 Filing System, Confidentiality.  The Enrollment Officer shall set up a filing 
system conforming to the purposes of this Title and preserving, as far as practical, 
confidentiality. 
 

15.3.030 Application Forms.  Application forms, for providing for the information 
required by this Title shall be made available in the Tribal Office or through the mail upon 
request of any person seeking enrollment for himself or others.  Any person seeking 
enrollment shall obtain and complete an original Shoalwater Bay Tribe enrollment application 
form and submit it to the Enrollment Officer along with a certified photostatic copy of his or her 
applicable birth certificate obtained from the agency charged with maintaining vital statistics 
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records in the state, province, or other jurisdiction of birth.  The applicant shall also submit with 
the application family trees or other genealogical information and other competent evidence 
which may be of assistance in researching the application.  The Enrollment Officer may 
require additional documentation as necessary to verify or complete information required in the 
application.  Applicants who are enrolled in any other Indian Tribe, nation, community, or band 
shall relinquish their membership by submitting proof of relinquishment--certified by the other 
Indian Tribe, nation, community, or band—with the Shoalwater Bay membership application. 
 

15.3.040 Receipt of Application by Enrollment Officer – Incomplete 
Applications. The Enrollment Officer shall assign a number to each application upon 
receipt, mark it with the date received, and open a file for each applicant.  The Enrollment 
Officer shall keep a separate logbook containing the name of the applicant, date the 
application was received, and the action taken to approve or deny the application.  In cases 
where an application is incomplete, the applicant shall be so notified and the file placed in a 
separate "pending" status.  Pending files shall be "updated" at reasonable intervals of review 
by the Enrollment Officer and, if necessary, the Tribal Council.  The Enrollment Officer may, on 
his or her own initiative, take independent actions to obtain birth documents and other 
information necessary to complete an application.  In extreme cases where an application has 
been pending for an extended period and all reasonable measures have been taken to remove 
it from the status, the Enrollment Officer may recommend to the Tribal Council that it serve by 
mail and/or publish in an appropriate publication an order to show cause why the application 
should not be removed from pending status and returned to the applicant's last known 
address. 
 

15.3.050 Research of Application – Recommendation of Enrollment Officer to 
Tribal Council.  The Enrollment Officer shall review and research each complete application, 
prepare a report and recommendation on the merits of the application, and submit that report, 
the application, all documents submitted with or obtained in connection with the application, 
and any other pertinent information, to the Tribal Council.  The Tribal Council shall not, 
however, receive any applications until they are complete and ready for consideration. 
 

15.3.060 Tribal Council Review and Recommendation.  The Tribal Council will 
review, as soon as possible, all application materials submitted, in a meeting(s) designed to 
preserve confidentiality.  Applicants and other appropriate persons may attend such 
meetings(s).  After review and upon a motion duly made and seconded, the Tribal Council 
shall, by majority vote, make a recommendation to the General Council to grant or deny the 
application.  The Tribal Council shall formalize its recommendation in a Resolution prepared 
by the Enrollment Officer and submitted to the General Council for review and action. 
 

15.3.070 General Council Review and Decision.  The General Council shall review 
the recommendations of the Tribal Council regarding enrollment applications at a Regular or 
Special General Council Meeting.  The General Council shall, by majority vote, grant or deny 
each application.  The General Council shall formalize its decision in Resolution and transmit it 
to the Olympic Peninsula Agency of the Bureau of Indian Affairs or other appropriate agency 
or office. 
 

15.3.080 Notice of Decision.  As soon as possible after the General Council makes its 
determination, the Enrollment Officer shall notify the applicant, by mail, of the General 
Council's decision.  In those cases where enrollment is denied, the applicant shall also be 
notified, that he or she has thirty (30) days from receipt of the notice to petition the Tribal 
Council, in writing, for a rehearing or to request additional time by reason of extraordinary 
circumstances rendering the thirty (30) day period insufficient.  In any such notice of denial, 
the applicant shall also be informed, in easily understandable language, that he or she may 
submit further evidence supporting his or her case at any time prior to the Tribal Council 
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rehearing; that he or she may appear in person at the hearing or by a representative as 
provided in Section 15.3.150. 
 

15.3.090 Re-Hearing on Denial of Application.  Upon request for a rehearing, the 
Enrollment Officer shall set a specific date, agreeable to the applicant and the Tribal 
Chairperson or other appropriate Tribal Council Officer, and in no event earlier than thirty (30) 
days from the receipt of the request for rehearing, upon which the Tribal Council shall rehear 
the matter.  Upon setting that date, the Enrollment Officer shall immediately inform the 
applicant of the applicant's right to submit evidence and to appear with or without 
representation or assistance.  During the period prior to the rehearing, additional evidence 
may be submitted for the Enrollment Officer and Tribal Council's consideration, regardless of 
source, provided that evidence received by the Tribal Council only at the time of hearing or 
immediately prior to the hearing shall not be considered by the Tribal Council except upon a 
showing of extraordinary circumstances rendering it unjust to deny entry of the evidence.  Prior 
to the rehearing, the Enrollment Officer may review all pertinent information and forward its 
own recommendation to the Tribal Council.  One rehearing shall be granted to any applicant 
requesting it, as a matter of right. 
 

15.3.100 Decision on Re-Hearing.  Following any appearances for or by the applicant 
at the Tribal Council rehearing, the Tribal Council shall then excuse the applicant and 
representatives or counsel accompanying the applicant before meeting in closed session to 
decide whether to affirm or reverse its previous recommendation.  In appropriate 
circumstances the Tribal Council may continue the rehearing and, if it so desires, request 
additional evidence. 
 

15.3.110 General Council Review or Re-Hearing. The recommendation of the 
Tribal Council after rehearing shall be reviewed by the General Council.  The applicant shall 
have an opportunity to be heard at the General Council meeting.  The General Council shall 
then decide, by majority vote, whether to grant or deny the application.  The decision of the 
General Council shall be final. 
 

15.3.120 Name Added To Rolls.  All applicants granted enrolled status by the General 
Council shall be included in General Council Resolutions designating the Tribal Roll, marked 
as such on each page, and submitted to the Olympic Peninsula Agency or other appropriate 
agency or office for certification.  Copies certified by the Superintendent shall be returned for 
Tribal use. 
 

15.3.130 Re-Opening of Applications.  The Enrollment Officer shall reopen old 
applications when new and substantial evidence is submitted tending to support the applicant's 
position and when the Tribal Council determines that the ends of justice require reopening.  
Unless the Tribal Council determines otherwise, membership granted after such a rehearing 
shall be prospective and not retroactive.  The General Council shall have final authority to 
grant or deny an application after reopening. 
 

15.3.140 Automatic Enrollment-Confirmation by General Council.    Any child 
born to a Tribal member after March 10, 1971, the effective date of the Constitution, shall be 
automatically enrolled by the Tribal Council, subject to approval by the General Council at the 
next Regular General Council Meeting or at a Special General Council Meeting.  The Tribal 
Council shall formalize its action in a Resolution submitted to the General Council and to the 
Olympic Peninsula Agency of the Bureau of Indian Affairs or other appropriate agency or 
office. 
 

15.3.150 Representation.  A parent, legal guardian, or with the permission of the Tribal 
Council, another responsible adult may submit applications on behalf of person under eighteen 
(18) years of age, and mentally incompetent persons.  Such representative shall, for 
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purposes of the procedures set out in this Title, receive all mailings and other notifications, and 
make all necessary appearances on behalf of the applicant represented.  All applicants may 
be represented by legal counsel or by other responsible persons. 
 

15.3.160 Addresses.  It shall be the responsibility of the applicant or his or her 
representative to inform the Tribe, through the Enrollment Officer, of all address changes and 
otherwise insure that the Tribe will at all times be able to locate the applicant or applicant's 
representative.  Failure to fully inform the Tribe of the applicant's or representative's current 
address will operate to excuse the Tribe from failure to adequately notify that applicant under 
the various provisions of this Title. 
 

Chapter 15.4  Disenrollment, Adoption 
 

15.4.010 Disenrollment.  The General Council may, upon its own motion or the 
recommendation of the Tribal Council, remove persons from the Tribal Roll and revoke the 
privileges of membership under any of the following conditions: 
 

a) It is subsequently determined that the degree of blood upon which  
membership is based is incorrect and does not meet the blood quantum 
requirements in force at the time of enrollment of the member in question; provided, 
that persons meeting current blood quantum requirements may reapply after 
disenrollment under this Section. 
 

b) The member in question is enrolled in another Tribe or band in violation of Article II, 
Section 3 "Dual Enrollment Prohibited" of the Shoalwater Bay Tribal Constitution 
unless dual enrollment is the result of a mistake and is immediately corrected. 

 
c) Falsification of information tending to prove that an applicant, otherwise qualified, is 

ineligible for enrollment. 
 
d) The member in question requests disenrollment. 

 
Any person who has been disenrolled shall have the same right to a rehearing as a person 
whose application for enrollment is denied. 
 
15.4.020 Adoption of Members.  The General Council may adopt into Tribal 
membership, any person with ¼ degree Indian blood who: 
 

1) Is related by blood or marriage or adoption to a Shoalwater Bay Tribal  
Member, or 
 

2) Has resided in Pacific County and participated in Shoalwater Bay Tribal community 
affairs for at least one year. 

 

15.4.030 Vote on Adoptions.  Upon receipt of written request signed by an enrolled 
member of the Tribe, the General Council may vote by a show of hands at a Regular 
scheduled General Council meeting whether to consider the adoption of the person named in 
the request.  If the General Council votes to consider the proposed adoption, the issue shall be 
on the ballot at the next Tribal election. 
 

15.4.040 Rights and Privileges of Adopted Person.  A person adopted into Tribal 
membership as provided in this Title shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges of enrolled 
Tribal members but those rights and privileges shall not extend to or be transferable to 
descendants of the adopted member unless those descendants are otherwise entitled to be 
enrolled as Tribal members. 
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Chapter 15.5  Corrections, Sovereign Immunity 
 

15.5.010 Blood Corrections.  In appropriate circumstances, a Tribal member or an 
applicant for membership may apply to the Enrollment Officer for assistance in modifying 
Tribal and Bureau of Indian Affairs records to more adequately reflect the member's actual 
degree of Indian blood.  The Enrollment Officer shall, when satisfactory proof is submitted, and 
with Tribal Council approval, assist the person in obtaining necessary corrections.  All such 
members or applicants shall be advised of the possibility that the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
investigation might, through unforeseen circumstances, result in blood quantum reductions 
rather than increases. 
 

15.5.020 Mathematical Errors.  The Tribal Council may, by Resolution, change 
mathematical errors contained in the Tribal Roll and supplements thereto. 
 

15.5.030 Amendment.  This Title shall be amended in the same manner provided under 
the Constitution for adoption and approval of enrollment ordinances. 
 

15.5.040 Severability.  If any provision of this Title or its application to any person or 
legal entity or circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of the Title, or the application of the 
provision to other persons or legal entities or circumstances, shall not be affected. 
 

15.5.050 Sovereign Immunity.  By enacting this Title the Shoalwater Bay Tribal Council 
in no way waives the sovereign immunity of the Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe any of its officers 
or employees, or subjects the Tribe or any of its officers or employees, in any capacity, to any 
suit or action arising out of or relating to their performance under this Title. 
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